Performing Science: Dialogues Across Cultures – The Science and Performance Conference
The Lincoln School of Performing Arts, The University of Lincoln, 23rd April – 25th April, 2014
The Science and Performance conference aims to bring together academic scholars from humanistic and scientific disciplines as well as practitioners and funders, to examine ideas and practices – past, present, and future – relating to the intersections between performance and science. Emphasis will be on the practice of science and performance. The conference will include a number of invited keynote lectures, submitted talks, workshops, performances and a public debate. We are particularly interested in papers that offer informed strategies and visions for the future. We encourage contributions from performance scholars, scientists and artistic practitioners. The conference seeks an inclusive understanding of both Performance and Science: all relevant genres of performance as well as all varieties of science, including historical, comparative and international perspectives welcome. We will not be considering science fiction or its links with theatre and performance. 

Keynote Speakers (confirmed): Michael Frayn (playwright, novelist, translator, journalist), Professor Carl Djerassi, Stanford University (chemist, novelist and playwright) and Professor Robert Marc Friedman, University of Oslo (scholar, playwright). Other Speakers include (confirmed): Professor Brian Schwartz (Brooklyn College, Director Science & Arts Program); Professor Eva-Sabine Zehelein (University of Regensburg); Jack Lowe (Curious Directive Theatre Company); Dr Alex Mermikides (Kingston University); Dr Paul Johnson (University of Wolverhampton); Professor Nicola Shaughnessy (University of Kent); Darren Tunstall (University of Central Lancashire); Dr Gianna Bouchard (Anglia Ruskin University); Dr Michael Carklin (University of Glamorgan); Dr Carina Bartleet (Oxford Brookes University). Other Speakers include (subject to confirmation): Philip Ball (science writer; theatre-maker); Professor Chery Faraone (Middlebury College); Professor Mike Vanden Heuvel (University of Wisconsin-Madison); Professor Steve Abbott (Middlebury College); Simon Watt (biologist, TV presenter, writer, comedian); Professor Stuart Firestein (Dept Biological Sciences, Columbia University). 
Special Conference Events: The world premiere of Carl Djerassi’s latest play, Foreplay, a public debate about the implications of ART (assisted reproductive technology), plus other performances, installations and workshops. Outline Schedule: Conference begins 12 noon, Wed 23rd April; finishes at 4.30pm, Fri 25th April. 

Submissions: Proposed papers should be 20 minutes long, and proposed workshops 90 to 180 minutes. Proposal should include: an abstract of no longer than 300 words; title; type of presentation (paper, workshop); a short biography; technical requirements (if any); contact details; and institutional affiliation (if applicable). 

Themes for papers might include (but are not limited to): 

•
examinations of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen  and the science plays of Carl Djerassi
•            transcending C. P. Snow: performance and science across and beyond the ‘two cultures’
•
new developments and experiments in science theatre / science performance 

•
dramatising science: what is a successful play about science and who decides

•
scientific metaphor and performance / drama: from constituent elements of artistic events to clever 
amusement and fodder for academic discourse

•
science as pedagogy in performance: harmonizing didacticism and art

•
science as popular entertainment, including television, radio, live performance

•
science as theatre: the performative character of scientific practices and of self-representation 

•
performance as science: neuroscience, cognitive science and reception theory 
•
gatekeepers and patrons: perspectives from producers, artistic managers, and foundation and arts 
funding officers – why support for science / performance events
We plan to publish the papers and other outcomes in a book of collected essays
Final Closing date for proposals/abstracts is: 13 February 2014: Proposals should be submitted by e-mail (as a Word attachment) to conferences@lincoln.ac.uk  For further information about the conference or to receive a booking form conferences@lincoln.ac.uk 
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This event is a co-production with The Chimera Network, a research network exploring collaborations and intersections between science and performance.


